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set up in Boston. Just a week after the arrival of
Randolph and Ratcliffe in Boston, the old assem-
bly met for the last time, and on May 21,1686,
voted its adjournment with the pious hope, des-
tined to be unfulfilled, that it would meet again
the following October. The Massachusetts lead-
ers seem almost to have believed in a miraculous
intervention of Providence to thwart the pur-
poses of their enemy.

The preliminary government lasted but six
months and altered the life of the people but little.
For "Governor and Company" was substituted
"President and Council," a more modish name,
as some one said, but not necessarily one that
savored of despotism. But however conciliatory
Dudley might wish to be, his acceptance of a royal
commission rankled in the minds of his country-
men; and his ability, his friendly policy, his desire
to leave things pretty much as they had been,
counted for nothing because of his compact with
the enemy. In the opinion of the old guard, he
had forsaken his birthright and had turned traitor
to the land of his origin. Time has modified this
judgment and has shown that, however unlovely
Dudley was in personal character and however
lacking he was at all times in self-control, he was